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INTRODUCTION
The Deseret Alphabet is the official language of the Nation of Deseret organization. It was originally
developed in the mid-1800s by Mormon settlers in the west. It was developed to help the large
numbers of immigrants read and write English. The Deseret Alphabet failed to catch on due to
excessive printing costs.

In 2008 the Deseret Alphabet was modified by the Nation of Deseret organization to fit modern
English. It is now being promoted for use in the Deseret region. This guide was created to help people
learn to use the Deseret Alphabet.
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#1: DESERET ALPHABET AND PRONUNCIATION

ObjectiveFigure1

BY THE END OF THIS LESSON YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO:

- Identify and pronounce the letters of the Deseret Alphabet
- Pronounce the names of the letters of the Deseret Alphabet

The Deseret Alphabet consists of thirty-six letters in the following sequence:

E & A % I  ~ {  # O + U _ B C D F G H J K L M N > P R S Q T } |  V W Y Z X

The Vowels of the Deseret Alphabet are E, &, A, %, I , ~, {, # , O, +, U, and _. The sounds of the
vowels are as follows:

E sounds like wait, crayon { sounds like pie, drive
& sounds like mat, clap # sounds like sit, fill
A sounds like are, off O sounds like open, odor
% sounds like or, boy + sounds like book, good
I sounds like feed, weak U sounds like you, blue
~ sounds like pet, help _ sounds like cup, under

Deseret Alphabet Consonants have the following sounds:

B sounds like bike P sounds like pike
C sounds like chew R sounds like rat
D sounds like dip S sounds like sip
F sounds like fan, graph D sounds like fish, 
G sounds like gab T sounds like tip
H sounds like hat } sounds like thin, with
J sounds like jack | sounds like then, feather
K sounds like kite, cap V sounds like van
L sounds like lift W sounds like wag
M sounds like mist Y sounds like yet
N sounds like night Z sounds like zip
> sounds like sing, jingle X sounds like vision, 
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The Names of Deseret Alphabet Letters are different than their English equivalents.

E ay J jee
& aa K kay
A ah L ehl
% oh M ehm
I ee N ehn
~ eh > ihng
{ eye P pee

# ih R ur
O ohw S ehs
+ uuh D ehsh
U oo T tee
_ uh } ehth
B bee | thee
C chee V vee
D dee W wu
F ehf Y yee
G gay Z zee
H haych X zhee

It is important to know the names of the Deseret Alphabet letters so that acronyms are pronounced
properly. For example USA in English is pronounced yoo-ehs-ay. However the equivalent in the
Deseret Alphabet would be Y S_  and would be pronounced yee-ehs-uh.



Deseret Alphabet Language Objective #2
READING WORDS

3

#2: READING WORDS

ObjectiveFigure1

BY THE END OF THIS LESSON YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO:

- Read words written n the Deseret Alphabet.
- Pronounce the names of the letters of the Deseret Alphabet

SIMPLE WORDS

The key to reading the Deseret Alphabet is first know what the symbols are and second to know how
words are written. In the Deseret Alphabet words are spelled phonetically so they are written just how
they sound.

Here’s some examples:

k^t h^us yu h^pi D`z/ r `t
k-aa-t h-aa-oo-s y-oo h-aa-p-ee d-eh-z-uh-r-eh-t
cat house you happy Deseret

Practice reading these words:

j / mp kar d sm[ l tu

{ d/ ho r/ n w`s t cla]

s ` l f on d[v mi w[t

/v r [ t f l or yuny /n

If you want to check your answers see page 8.

READ SENTENCES

Here are a few simple sentences for you to practice reading.

{  w@l wak t u \ /  s t $r.
| /  b=k @z an \ /  t ebl.

Wi  l @v @n \/ D `z/r ` t  r i j/ n. 
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#3: WRITING AND TYPING THE DESERET ALPHABET

ObjectiveFigure1

BY THE END OF THIS LESSON YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO:

- Write letters and words in the Deseret Alphabet
- Learn the keyboard equivalents of the Deseret Alphabet letters
- Type words in the Deseret Alphabet on the computer

WRITING

To be able to use the Deseret Alphabet in daily life you will need to learn to write letters. Here are
some charts that illustrate the suggested way to write letters.

The lower case versions of the letters have similar strokes as seen on the chart of the next page.
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Practice writing letters and words in the Deseret Alphabet.

TYPING

To type the Deseret Alphabet properly on a computer you must first have a correct font. All correct
fonts are available on our Deseret Alphabet page at http://www.deseretgov.com. Since the Deseret
Alphabet contains more letters than the English alphabet many keys on the keyboard represent different
letters. The following chart(continued on the next page) shows which keys represent which letters of the
Deseret Alphabet. You can use this chart to learn to type properly in the Deseret Alphabet.  

Keyboard - Symbol Chart

Letter Keyboard Letter Keyboard Letter Keyboard Letter Keyboard

1 A A 25 Y Y 49 w w 73 ` `

2 B B 26 Z Z 50 x x 74 - -

3 C C 27 a a 51 y y 75  =  =

http://www.deseretgov.com
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4 D D 28 b b 52 z z 76 [ [

5 E E 29 c c 53 1 1 77 ] ]

6 F F 30 d d 54 2 2 78 \ \

7 G G 31 e e 55 3 3 79 ; ;

8 H H 32 f f 56 4 4 80 ‘ ‘

9 I I 33 g g 57 5 5 81 , ,

10 J J 34 h h 58 6 6 82 . .

11 K K 35 i i 59 7 7 83 / /

12 L L 36 j j 60 8 8 84 ~ ~

13 M M 37 k k 61 9 9 85 _ _

14 N N 38 l l 62 0 0 86  +  +

15 O O 39 m m 63 ! ! 87 { {

16 P P 40 n n 64 @ @ 88 } }

17 Q Q 41 o o 65 # # 89 | |

18 R R 42 p p 66 $ $ 90 : :

19 S S 43 q q 67 % % 91 “ “

20 T T 44 r r 68 ^ ^ 92 < <

21 U U 45 s s 69 & & 93 > >

22 V V 46 t t 70 * * 94 ? ?

23 W W 47 u u 71 ( (

24 X X 48 v v 72 ) )
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#4: TRANSLATING ENGLISH INTO DESERET

ObjectiveFigure1

BY THE END OF THIS LESSON YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO:

- Translate English into Deseret

Translating English in to Deseret is very easy. The hardest part is making sure you push the right
keys to get the correct letter.

To translate English you simply have to know the pronunciation of the words and then spell it out in the
Deseret Alphabet the way it sounds. Here’s some examples:

school cast years jewel
s-k-oo-l k-aa-s-t y-ee-r-z j-oo-uh-l

s (s)-k(k)-u(oo)-l (l) k(k)-^(aa)-s (s)-t (t) y (y)-i (ee)-r (r)-z(z) j (j)-u(oo)-/ (uh)-l (l)
skul k^st y ir z ju /l

Now here are some words for you to translate:

work height crayon should screw

yours pure loud lair chew

delete marine jacket gulp the

If you want to check your answers see page 8.

Here’s some sentences to translate:

You should learn this program.
The car is electric.
It is raining today.
We use the Deseret Alphabet.
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Page 3 A 
jump card smile too

Idaho run west cloth

cellphone dive me white

of right flower union

Page 3 B
I will walk to the store.

The book is on the table.
We live in the Deseret region. 

Page 7A
w/ rk h[t krean q=d skru

yorz pyr l^ud l` r khu

dil it m/r in j^ k@t g/l p \/

Page 7B
Y u q=d l / r n \@s pr $gr ^m.
|/ ka r  @z `l `kt r @k..
#t  @z r eni< t ude.
Wi y uz \ /  D`z/ r `t &l f / b`t.
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